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As early as 1941, and although s high school education as wall as a stiff entr=xie
examination for sdmigeion into the school of medicine (and chemistry) ware 20X
guired at the University of Latvia, the head of the Admissions 8taff was & fac-
ulty member in name only, while a Communist party member wes the final authority
in such matters, Any applicent wlth a family background beordering on the alergy
or industry, was disquallfied: These included children of priests, faclory own-
ers and landowners. Nevertheless, those cuming from high acheools, who wsre guall-
fied for admission, were required to pass exams in chemistry, physics, one foreign
“language (French, German or English), the Latvian lenguage and Latin., Lenguage
exams consisted of an oral tranelation from the classics, reading of an article,
and a w:':Ltten translation.

Qualified stu.&nxn;a ware chosen from the ranks of the Komsomols, factories and
collectlves 'i:& the Communist perty in their respective sress, based primerily on
the a.pplica.n‘c's political conformity. Prospective students were esrmarked for
gpeclfic fields of study by the Communist party before belng admitted to & school
of higher learning; upon graduation, it wes required theat the candidate return

. Por employment to that area from which he or she originated.

The textbook situaetlon in the Unlversity of latviae, and in the Chemistry Depert-
ment especlally, was extremely bad, due to lack of paper primsrily. The majority
of all Soviet textbooks were translations of forelgn works, wlthout permiassion

of the author; since these books, seledt he Ministry of Education, piled
up in the over-worked Office of Trans o’rz s cﬁ‘bafz five +o six years bafore
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a volume was circulated into educational fields, hence little material was. cur-
rent. In faet, and especially in the field of physics and chemisiry, Soviet
textbooks were frequently based on works dating to the Czarist era, which, oy
Western educational standards, were still considered good, except that reproduc-
tion of graphics material was usually poor and often completely illegibl:, No
color reproductlon was known, and charts and graphs were usually blurred oevond

recognition.
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5. Chemistry classes, as well as other scilentific student bodies, were limited to
4O members. Classes started at 0800 or 0900, six days a week, and ran until
1500, with one-half hour off for lunch. Each elass lasted 45 minutes. Five
years' undergraduate work was required for a degree in chemistry, whereupon the
student was graduated as "Candidate", after passing a State examination. Follow-
ing an additional one to three years' course of research, the student could be
passed on to & Master's degree, upon successful completion of a thesis, and
finally to a Doctor's degree upon submitting another thesis. There was no time
element involved in the latter, which depended upon the inc.vidual's abilitv.

6. No private tutoring was made available to students by faculty members; however,
outstanding students in a class were often .assigned to those less proficieni stu-
dents to help them in their home work, and were of ten required tg live in the
home of the said student, thereby assuming close personal contact. A great stress
was lald on home work, and such assignments,wgre.heavy and consistent. In a
student's curriculum, especially chemistry and physics, great stress was laid on
basic Tacts and very little on the theoretical. Impetus on philesophy was only
stresaed in the final undergraduate year, which was, of courge, primarily Marxist.

7+ Laboratory classes, just as the classroom, were restricted to 40 students. Equip-
ment was poor and limited, except for glassware; almost every Soviet inefitution
had a glags—blgwipg laboratory to supply these necegsities.

8.  Examinations were, for the most part, oral, espedially in chemistry and physics;
the only great exception to this was mathematigd where exams were alwvays writ-
ten. During a school year, each stirdent had an average of 15 to 20 lstoratery
sessions, and exams were only ‘given once, upon completion of the school year.
Those short courses that lasted only half a year, such as zoology, gave exams at
the end of six months. Grading was based on a standard of one to five, instead
of one to one-hundred or the .alphabetical system. A student's political standing
invariably helped improve his grading, and often a student could ask for o ro-
examination based on & political difference he or she might claim betwszen ths in-
dividual and the professor involved. . :

9. Since the Soviet field of .science stressed self-sufficiency within the USSR, all
Communist party member professars required that a student's thesis be bhased on
home problems (within his field) in order to develop national rescurces ard
capabilities. None of these were published privately, and omly those which had
no military bearing whatsoever were afforded limited publication in scientifiec
Journals. These were closely watched and carefully censored.

i

10. Credit hours é;ried, and were given-individually for such courses as orgaric,
analytic, .synthetic, physical and photographic chemistry. Students weve afforded
two opportunities to pass an exam, and those who failed the second lLime versa im-
mediately returned to their place of origin.

11.  As has been previcusly stated, every graduate from a scientific field of endeavor
wes returned to work in his original Komsomol or collestive. However, and based

on the student's politicel orientation and standing, outstanding studenis could

be retained at a college or university, upon graduation, as an assistant professor
in his particular field. Thus. the varigug faculties grew from year to year. There
were no postgraduate courses as we Anag;ﬁhﬂmgﬁﬁdiha}naﬁ ‘.
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